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Residents say new structure plan overlook

Homes to
flood Lara

CHRISTIE PEUCKER

LARA residents believe
key environmental con-
siderations have been
brushed over in the
town’s latest structure
plan.

And that could have
potentially devastating
consequences should
rezoning and new con-
struction oceur, they say.

Township of Lara Care
Group (TLC) spokes-
woman Sheryl Goatman
gsaid hundreds of resi-
dents were opposed fto
the rezoning of land on
Caddys Rd opposite
Serendip Sanctuary,
which has been ear-
marked in the 2009
outline to switch from
Rural Living to Residen-
tial 1 zoning.

Last Tuesday, the City
of Greater Geelong
voted to exhibit a plan-
ning scheme amend-
ment incorporating the
changes after an inde-
pendent panel pre-
viously listed it as a “‘high
priority for residential
development’.

The amendment
would effectively pave
the way for a high den-
sity residential housing
development proposed
by L. Bisinella Develop-
ments.

Mrs Goatman said,
while she understood 1t
was natural for a town to
expand, hundreds of new
homes in that location
increased the likelihood
of flooding downstream
within Lara's town cen-
tre and St Lawrence
Park. “Growth is a good
thing but in designated
areas,”’” Mrs Goatman
gaid. “Lara has a lot of
physical constraints be-
ing undulating and with
the flooding. This is why
it hasn’t been developed
in the first place.”

Buf council planning
strategy and economic
development manager
Terry Demeo said the
structure plan carefully
considered the need to
manage flooding and
stormwater run off.

“The newly adopted
Lara Structure Plan
notes that parts of the

water course in Lara
could be subject to flood-
ing and that if develop-
ment were to occur in
some areas, best prac-
tice water management
principles would be re-
quired because of the
low lying nature of the
land,” Mr Demeo said.

Residents also believe
a housing subdivision
could be disastrous for

Serendip’s breeding -

programs, with the
possibility of domestic
cats and dogs on the
loose,

Mrs Goatman also said
current infrastructure
couldn't support the
township as it was.

Without a sitting ward
councillor, Mrs Goatman
said the township would
struggle to get their op-
position effectively
heard. Windermere ward
councillor Cameron
Granger in on a leave of
absence after being
charged last month with
failing to disclose a con-
flict of interest and fail-
ing to leave the council
chambers during a vote.
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DIRT TRACKS: Daryl, Angela an Sarina Bl

CHRISTIE PEUCKER

LARA resident Daryl Blair
equates his battle with bureauc-
racy to that of the Kerrigan family
in the classic Australian film The
Castle.

Authorities say they can’t force
a developer to seal the road he
lives on. But Mr Blair says “it’s the
vibe” of common sense that
should see him win the battle.

Mr Blair and his neighbours had
taken to putting up signs on their
properties along and near Mc-
Harrys Rd, petitioning excessive
development in the township
without the addition of adeguate
infrastructure.

air with neighbour Terry Edwards on Lara’s McHarrys Rd.

Ditch dirt before development: Daryl

Mr Blair believes the dirt road
he lives on cannot adequately
carry the surplus traffic flow ex-
pected from an §00-lot L. Bisinella
Developments subdivision at the
junction of his street and Buck-
ingham St.

He has petitioned the City of
Greater Geelong to seal the road
or close it off entirely at the
southern end but has met oppo-
sition on both fronts.

_“In sheer desperation we've put
signs up. We're taking our fight to
the streets,” Mr Blair said.

“We've had enough of develop-
ment until they provide proper
shops and infrastructure.”

Surveys by council obtained by

Mr Blair indicate there was not
enough traffic currently using the
road to warrant its sealing.

The road acts as a thoroughfare
from Buckingham St to services
to the north of Patullos Rd, in-
cluding St Anthony’s Primary
School.

A City spokesperson said last
week that, in this instance, L.
Bisinella Developments was
under no obligation to seal the
road as part of its planning per-
mit.

In this case, O’'Hallorans Rd,
west of McHarrys Rd, has been
surfaced instead, in preparation
for a future bus route.
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Lara developers
stunned by Guy

ALISON APRHYS
PROPERTY

A 370 MILLION proposed resi-
dential development near the
Serendip Sanctuary in Lara has
been dumped by State Planning
Minster Matthew Guy, shocking
the developer but delighting
locals opposing the plan.

“The proposed Residential 1
zZone directly to the south of the
Serendip Sanctuary is inconsist-
ent with the overwhelming com-
munity interest,” Mr Guy said.

The development which
would have comprised a 380 lot
subdivision on 38ha bounded by
Caddys Lane, Wandered Rd,
Serenade Creek and Flinders
Ave, had previously been ear-
marked in a City of Greater
Geelong plan for rezoning from
Rural Living to Residential.

L. Bisinella Developments
sales manager Richard Bisinella
said he was shocked and out-
raged by the decision.

“It’s a blatant corruption of
the planning system,” he said.

“The incompetence and cyni-
cism apparent in this decision is
an absolute disgrace (and) we
will be taking every legal avenue

§erendip supporters left with plenty to smile about

Matthew Guy gets a hug from Sheryl
Goatman yesterday. Photo: REG RYAN

PETER BEGG
COMMENT

YESTERDAY’S announcement by
State Planning Minister Matthew
Guy to knock back a housing
development at Lara, coming on
top of his decision to block the
Spring Creek development at
Torquay in July, appears to have
created something of pattern, at
least in this region.

In July, Mr Guy said the
Coalition Government would listen
to the community’s views, and
yesterday’s decision was further
proof of that.

What it means forthe
developers is a dramatic shrinking
of their bottom line.

But for the township of Lara, the
growth won't stop there — just not
in that particular area. Soon it will
no longer he a township.

available to us to fight fthe
Minister’s decision and expose
his sham planning system.”

But Mr Guy’s decision sur-
prised and delighted members
of the Township of Lara Care
Group (TLCG) and earned him
a hug from Sheryl Goatman and
loud cheers from other TLCG
supporters. After eight years of
protesting, Ms Goatman said 1t
was great news.

“This is a victory for the
environment, for Serendip, for
Lara, for Geelong and for

Victoria,” she said. Under the
Lara Structure Plan approved
by the Mr Guy, a number of
alternate areas remain available
for future consideration to
achieve increased land supply.

Mr Guy informed the City of
Greater Geelong yesterday
morning, and has formally writ-
ten to advise Council.

However, it appeared that the
minister’s office neglected to
inform the developers.

When initially contacted by
the Geelong Advertiser for his

response to the decision, Mr
Bisinella appeared stunned by
the news.

Ward councillor Cameron
Granger yesterday welcomed
the decision, and said it was a
win for Lara.

“There is plenty of room
around Lara with our town
boundaries being expanded to
the west,” he said. “There was
never any need for this in an
environmentally sensitive area.

— with PETER BEGG
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Urban sprawl threatens to overrun wildlife sanctuary £ a9

Y JASON DOWLING

TWO hundred and fifty hec-
tares of pristine native fauna
and flora less than an hour’s
drive from Melbourne is in
grave danger from urban
sprawl, according to locals and
tourism operators.

Planning Minister Matthew
Guy will next week announce his

decision on a planning applica-
tion to rezone land adjacent to
Serendip Sanctuary at Lara,
south-west of Melbourne, to
allow hundreds of new homes.

The planning battle has
lasted more than eight years with
opponents of the rezoning
arguing the influx of domestic
cats, noise and suburbia will ruin
the sanctuary and hurt local
tourism operators.

The developers say a vegeta-
tion buffer between the homes
and Serendip will protect the
sanctuary. According to Parks
Victoria, more than 150 species
of bird have been spotted at the
sanctuary, which is home to
some of Australia’s rarest birds.

Sheryl Goatinan, of com-
munity group TLC Group Lara,
said they were outraged by the
housing plans, saying “itis the

death knell, it will just become
an urban park”.

Roger Smith from tourism
operators Echidna Walkabout
said they were also very con-
cerned by the housing proposal.

L. Bisinella Developments
said it would not be proceeding
with the plan if it threatened the
sanctuary.

Mr Guy said he had met with
locals this month and had visited

the area and understood the
importance of the sanctuary and
would make a considered deci-
sion “for the entire community ",

Opposition planning spokes-
man Brian Tee said “the Baillieu
government’s poor environ-
mental record means that the
rare animals and the tourism
businesses that rely on this last
remnant of pre-European bush
may soon face the chop”.
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...and out of town

PLANNING Minister Matthew
Guy said he would make 2 con-
sidered decision about the fate
of Serendip Sanctuary “for the
entire community” (“Urban
Sprawl threatens to overrun
wildlife sanctuary”, The Sat-
urdfyﬂge, 26/11). Iwonder if
the “entire cormnmunity” will
_Include conservationists and

nature lovers or the native fauna
that would lose the safety of this
Noah's Ark — and thus face
extinction.

Grasslands are Victoria's
most endangered habitat and
Serendip has been a breeding
area for endangered eastern
barred bandicoots as well as
free-ranging kangaroos, walla-
bies and emus. It also has a pro-
gram of captive-breeding
brolgas and bustards and other
rare birds. Itis a tourist attrac-
tion.

The government remains
largely indifferent to wildlife
and natural values. It wants a
bigger economy at all costs. Itis
hard to say “no” to developers.
Vivienne Ortega, Heldelberg Heights



o=

= ..-c_ o
i S
i e S

o

'%%ﬁs:l_%?ngm".i: ks
e B
S
e

s ek

Cuddiy
creature:
Kylie Kidd with
* aneastern
barred
bandicoot
yesterday.
Picture: MIKE
i KEATING
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Banding together to save rare little coots
VICTORIAN Angus Thompson barred bandicoot existed little guy I had today was public to get involved in
conservationists are only in captivity and just amazing. He’s almost saving the species.
bringing one cute Aussie Serendip Sanctuary in supported environmentsin extinct in Victoria.” “Anybody who just wants
critterback from the brink  Lara. It’s part of abreeding Victoria. The program is to do a day’s volunteering,
of extinetion. program to save the She said she could hardly supported by Parks come and work with the
A cluster of eastern endangered marsupial. contain her excitement at Victoria and the State bandicoots,” she said.
barred bandicoots will Conservation Volunteers holding one of the cuddly Government’s Vision for “Bring these little guys
seurryinto their semi-wild  Australiaregionalmanager youngsters.“They’resuch  Werribee Plains project, back. They are such a

environments today at Kylie Kidd said the eastern  cute little creatures. The Ms Kidd encouragedthe  beautiful little species.”
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Lara say the council and

the developers have not
considered the effect
high-density housing will
have on the community
and the environment,

Despite receiving 666

submissions and a pet- ||

ition containing 2410 sig-

natures, council last week

voted to approve the
re-zoning, which would
allow L. Bisinella

Developers to move for-

ward with plans for a
housing estate opposite
Serendip Sanctuary. :

“Council has ignored
our voice . .. Is it develop-
ment or is it democracy?”
protester Sheryl
Goatman said.

“It’s like we can’t have a
say in our home, our
tawn.jl

She said she and other
members of the Township
of Lara Care Group were
not against development
but wanted it to be in

keeping with the “semi-

rural” feel of the town.

Current restrictions

generally prevent subdiv-
ision, but new residential
zoning would allow at
least 380 houses to be
built on the land. |

The 227ha wildlife sanc-
tuary opposite the pro-
posed development site is
native wildlife, including
the eastern barred
bandicoot, which experts
sald would be under
threat from high-density
development. _

Mrs Goatman said that
the developers considered
the sanctuary to be like a
200 and wanted to turn it

into “an urban park in an
urban matrix”, instead of
allowing native birds and

animals to roam freely,

~ "If council had any con-
science or intelligence to
acknowledge what we

have instead of being

influenced by the
developers . .. they would
protect the natural assets
for us all to enjoy,” Mrs
Goatman said.

Former ranger and

team leader at Serendip

Sanctuary, Mich ael
Helman, said he had wit-
nessed many native ani-

mals “ripped apart” by

——

.....
e

: Nearby re
domestic animals.
He said current low-
density housing had
meant such threats could
be minimised. ;
He said he was “dis-
turbed” by the plans for
the new Sanctuary Views
Estate because a high vol-
ume of housing would
mean the wildlife park
would be g “veritable
smorgasbord” for cats
and dogs. i
Three years ago, Mr
Helman said, Serendip
Sanctuary received a
report from environ-
mental expert Kevin

Woods that detailed the

Impact urban growth had
on native wildlife.

But that report had not,
swayed the council’s
decision. 4

4 g i 1 distressing to me
that the City of Greater
Geelong and the indepen-
dent panel have chosen to
ignore the Woods report
and I wonder why,” Mr
Helman said,

Residents said the
Woods report was just one
of the warnings not prop-
erly considered during the

~ decision-making process.

Developer Richard
Bisinella declined to
comment on community
concerns but directed g
spokesperson to issue a

Statement on the pro-
‘posal.

“The issues have been

thoroughly canvassed

over a long period and we
have nothing further to
add at this stage,” the
developer’s spokesperson
said.

The Gittins family lives
on one of the newly
re-zoned properties.
_Lizanne Gittins said
they had to elevate their

sidents air their concerns.
house when they built

because the area was a
known flood plain.

_Mrs Gittins said that
despite the risks, she and
her husband chose to
build because of Lara’s
rural feel. _

“We always assumed
that it would be sold offin
acre blocks and that's
why we bought here,” Mrs
Giftins said.

She and her neighbours
could not believe that her
family’s property had

been re-zoned.

Ward councillor Cam-
eron Granger said there
were no rules to stop a
third party from applying
for zone changes.
~ Cr Granger said he was
“shocked” last week that
his fellow councillors had
voted to allow the devel-
opment, to go ahead, but
understood the difficult
bosition they were in.

Cr Bruce Harwood said
parts of Belmont, in his
ward, were becoming

choked by development

and it was only fair to
“share the burden” of the
region’s growth.

But Cr Granger said

- L. Bisinella’s Grand Lakes

Estate development was
already “shouldering its
weight”. :
“The thought that resi-
dential housing would
Creep up to the You Yangs
disgusts me,” he said.

“Lara is one of the few
places in City of Greater
Geelong that has quite a
unigue identity.

“Lara likes to be Lara. It
doesn’t want to be part of
Corio. It doesn’t want to
be part of Werribee.”

b ey iy

Under threat: A pair of Cape Barren geese wander over the site of the proposed 380-house ﬁevelnpment at
Lara this week. Photo: ALISON WYND







PETER BEGG

LARA'S Serendip Sanctuary
was a "hidden jewel” recog-
nised by the international
community, Labor's state
planning spokesman Brian
Tee said yesterday.

“We get 40,000 visitors, and
it’s something that our chil-
dren who come here through
our schools are getting to see
and petting to appreciate,” he
said.

“T think it's the last rem-
nant of what was a more
widespread (wildlife habitat)
and with the encroachment
this is the last pocket.”

Mr Tee was speaking after a
tour of Serendip and the sur-
rounding area yesterday,
which was organised by ob-
jectors to a housing sub-
divizion in Caddys Rd.

Objectors to the Caddys Rd
sub-division have repeatedly
said an urhan sub-division
would be Incompatible with a
free-ranpe zoo like Serendip.

Tour operator Roger
Smith, of Echidna Walkabout
Tours, was also on hand to
explain the importance of the
sanctuary to tourism.

Mr Smith said he had taken
500 overseas ftourists off
eruise ships berthed in Mel-
bourne to Serendip in just the
past week, and the tourists
thought they were in the
outback, with kangaroos
bounding by and wallabies
quietly grazing.

“The great thing about it is
it's s0 quick and easy to get
to, and that's really one of the
main reasons we come here,”
Mr Smith said of his wildlife

tours. He said the cruise ships
often only stayed in Mel-
bourne for one day and
Serendip was ideal because it
was less than an hour away.

|—||—| b
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PROTECT THiE FﬂEHEF Brian Ta& front left, meets Lara rusn:lants at Serendtp Eannmary yesterday.
Photo: TONY KERRIGAN

There 15 still no word on
when State Planning Minister
Matthew Guy will announce
the future of the planned sub-
division.

&/ Ad,

Objectors still waiting for a decision

Sub-division silence

‘fﬁuﬁ T N 1]

City of Greater Geelong
adopted the C73 planning
scheme amendment contain-
ing the Caddyvs Rd develop-
ment in April, and it has been
with the minister since June
awaiting his approwval.

Township of Lara Care
Group (TLC) spokeswomarn
Sheryl Goatman met with Mr
Guy on Tuesday, but she said
there was still no indication
when a decision might be
announced.

“Matthew is obviously
aware of the issues, this is the
second meeting we have had
with Matthew, and he is
listening to all of our con-
cerns,” she said.

“He's reviewing all the
issues before he makes a de-
cision on CT73 and that's the
best we can hope for.

“Tt's been on his desk for
several months now and nat-
urally we would like to know
what the outcome is to put
the matter to rest.

“It's coming up to nine
years next year - it’s been a
long haul.”

A spokesman for Mr Guy
said it was not the first time
the Lara group had met with
the minister, and the develop-
ment was still bemg con-
sidered by the State Govern-
rment.

peter.beggd
geelongadvertiser.com.au
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Andrea Hamblin

MOMENTUM is building in the
protest against a propo sed hous-
ing estate to be built opposite
Serendip Sanctuary in Lara, with
protesters demanding answers
from the Victorian Planning Min-
ister this week.

Ecotourism operators have
also joined the figcht against the
Caddys Rd development, saying
local tourism and the park’s flora
and fauna would suffer.

International wildlife tour op-
erator, Echidna Walkabout’s
Roger Smith, said the City of
Greater Geelong had not con-
sulted them on the decision.

«pwenty years’ experience tells
us that the housing development
will be the death knell of
Serendip Sanctuary as a serious

ildlife

B PROTEST

contender in the international
tourism business,” Mr Smith
said.

“In our letter to (Planning Min-
ister) Mr (Matthew) Guy we
stated that wildlife tours will
cease if the development
proceeds.

«“International visitors come to
Australia to see our unique
wildlife in the wild. They don’t
want to look at stressed wildlife
next to a noisy housing develop-
ment. *= -

«\we will be forced out of
Serendip and will take our busi-
ness, our investments and our
employment opportunities out of
the region.”

Township of Lara Care Group s
Sheryl Goatman said the meet-

ing with Mr Guy and a wildlife
tour with his Opposition
counterpart Brian Tee was a
chanee to reiterate the residents’
appeal for State Giovernment ac-
tion to overrule Geelong City’s
«shameful decision”.

«TLC Group will make the case
to the minister that to rezone
this land sets a dangerous
precedent for open-slather devel-
opment and places Serendip
Sanctuary, and the very survival
of its wildlife, at risk,” she said
before yesterday’s meeting.

“Lara residents recognise that
Lara is designated as a growth
region in the City of Greater Gee-
long ... (but they) say appropri-
ate development is needed In ap-
propriate regions.”

Mr Guy was not available for

comment yesterday morning.

| ARA RESIDENTS TAKE SERENDIE FIGHT TO MINISTER - PAGE 5
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Sanctuary’s fate

still up in the air

Andrea Hamblin and
Peter Begg

OBJECTORS to a major housing
development in Lara are holding
out hope that the State Govern-
ment will overturn the decision
to allow the subdivision near
Serendip Sanctuary.

Township of Lara Care Group
members last week met with the
state Planning Minister, Mat-
thew Guy, to plead in person for
the Caddys Rd development to
lbe downsized from high-density
housing to acreage blocks.

“Here at Lara, we live amongst
it (the environment) and we see
it every day, and it really high-
lights why we feel so strongly and
why we have stood together to
see this through because it’s in-
calculable, the environmental re-
percussions that would occur if
this development went ahead,”
TLC group spokeswoman Sheryl
Goatman said.

Ms Goatman and other mem-
bers also met with Labor state
planning spokesman Brian Tee
last week, who said Serendip
Sanctuary was a “hidden jewel”
recognised by the international
community.

“We get 40,000 visitors, and it’s
something that our e¢hildren who
come here through our schools
are getting to see and getting to
appreciate,” he said.

“I think it’s the last remnant of
what was a more widespread
(habitat) and with the encroach-
ment this is the last pocket.”

Support: Opposition planning spokesman Brian Tee meets Lara residents

at Serendip Sanctuary last week.

B HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

City of Greater Geelong adop-
ted the C7T3 planning scheme
amendment containing the Cad-
dys Rd development in April, and
it has been with the minister
since June, awaiting approval.

“(The Minister) 1s reviewing all
the issues before he makes a de-
cision on C73 and that’s the best
we can hope for,”” Ms Goatman
said.

Photo: TONY KERRIGAN

“It’s been on his desk for several
months now and naturally we
would like to know what the out-
come is to put the matter to rest.

“It’s coming up to nine years
next year — it’s been a long haul.”

A spokesman for Mr Guy said it
was not the first time the Lara
group had met with the Planning

- Minister.

He said the housing develop-
ment was still being considered
by the State Government.






Serendip
Creek

Hovells
Creek

FHuM THE AIH I.ara is tra nsformed into a flund plam with
the You Yangs behind.




LARA TOWN
VIEETING

THURSDAY 18™ NOV 2010
at Zpm
Lara Town Hall - 1 Flinders Ave

Councillor Grangery and COGG
Officers will be there to answer
yvour questions. So come along,

ask questions and voice your

concerns.

Protect Lara

Protect Sexrendip

Protect our way of life!
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PETER BEGE

THE State Government
must listen to communi-
ties when It comes Lo
new housing estates
such as the Caddys Rd
proposal in Lara, Federal
Labor MP for the inner
Melbourne seat of Wills
Kelvin Thomeon said at
the weekend.

Mr Thomson was
invited to look over the
proposed housing devel-
opment site and its re-
lationship with the
nearby Serendip Sanctu-
ary.

The Member for Wills
zaid he was familiar with
Berendip a5 4 yOung per-
s0n, was keen to see
that it was protected.

“It's remarkable to
have a place 20 close Lo
Melbourne where people
can see kKangaroos
emus and Cape Barren
geese just grazing in the
wild,” he said.

“It is & great asset and
likely o become more
important ever time.”

Lara residents op-
posed to the Caddy's Rd
development have taken
heart in recent weeks
after State Planning
Minister Matthew Guy
sald he would review it.

Mr Thomson zaid he
was aware of the latest
developments and was

MP backs Lara fight

hopeful tfhe area near
Berendip would not be-
come a suburban devel-
opment.

“I have become con-
cerned that with popu-
lation growth people are
loging their rights in re-
lation to planning de-
cigibns that state and
local governments are
making,” he said.

“It’s my view that resi-
dents have a right to a
say in what happens in
their neighbourhood and
their community.

“] have also seen with
Melbouwme's rapid popa-
lation growth that we are
seeing both high-rise and
urban sprawl.”

Mr Thompson said we
should be looking at a
more stable population
rather than the rapid
growth that iz taking
place.

Lara RESL president
Ken Simons, who was on
hand on Saturday to
help show Mr Thomson
around, sald residents
had been fighting the

Caddys Rd proposal for

eight years.

“We're pleased that
the minister is actually
having a look at it but we
don't know il he's going
to OK it or not," he said,

“Hopefully he'll knock
it back."







Dismayed at Caddys Rd
decision

ON Tuesday night (12/4) the
Geelong City Council voted on
the Caddys Rd development in
Lara.

This has been going on for
approximately eight years.The
vote to abandon this
development was defeated. In
doing so, those councillors who
voted for the project have totally
icnored the will of the people, the
lack of infrastructure and
environmental issues to name a
few.

Counecillors have now shown
their collective hands and have
really given approval to in-fill
development in inappropriate
areas all over Geelong.

They are now on record. I feel
sorry for all of us when trying to
deal with councillors who don’t
give 2 damn what happens
outside their own wards.

To those who voted to abandon
this part of the Lara Structure
Plan, at least you tried.

Lionel McWilliam,

GIA. is[ylu,

o T



PETER BEGG

GEELONG city council-
lors last night agreed to
include the controversial
Caddys Rd land as an
area for conventional
residential development
in the new Lara Struc-
ture Plan.

Ward councillor
Cameron Granger had
moved an alternative rec-
ommendation calling for
the Caddys Rd proposal
to be removed from the
new expanded residen-
tial plans for Lara.

Cr Granger said that
over 650 submissions and
2400 signatures on a pet-
ition against the develop-
ment eould not be
ignored.

The Caddys Rd subdiv-
ision will see up to 380
housing lots developed
near Serendip nature
sanctuary. The position
of the development near
the wildlife sanctuary
was one of the main
objections to the devel-
opment.

Cr Granger said land

for long-term growth at
Lara could be accommo-
dated quite easily to the
town’s west.

“There is simply no re-
quirement for infill devel-
opment at Caddys Rd.”
he said.

Cr Granger was sup-
ported by Crs Andy Rich-
ards, John Doull and
Barbara Abley.

But Crs Rod Macdon-
dald, Bruce Harwood,
Stretch EKontelj and
Eddy Kontel] spoke
against leaving Caddy's
Rd out of the growth
plans for Lara.

Cr Harwood said parts
of Belmont, in his ward,
were becoming choked
by development and it
was only fair to share the
load.

“I cannot support this
on the grounds of sharing
the burden,” Cr Harwood
said.

Cr Stretech Kontelj
agreed that Geelong
could not keep carving
up blocks for units, with
SiX units on one particu-
lar block in Marshall St,
Newtown, to try and keep

iy
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Lara plan
gets city
o-ahead

up with the pressure for
development.

“1 think we are going to
be challenged by the
sheer numbers of people
coming from Melbourne
and the west (of Mel-
bourne) o Geelong.,” he
said.

“The pressure is on
these areas (Geelong’s
northern areas) to share
the burden.”

A number of Lara resi-
dents attended last
night’s council meeting
at City Hall, and ap-
plauded when councillors
spoke out against the
Caddys Rd development.

But Cr Granger’s
alternative was lost, and
Cr Macdonald proposed
another alfternative,
which included Caddys
Rd in the Lara Structure
Plan.

Cr Macdonald’s rec-
ommendation was
agreed to by Crs Bruce
Harwood, Streteh
Kontelj, Eddy Xontelj,
Jan Farrell Ron Nelson
and John Mitchell. Cr
Kylie Fisher was absent.
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development at Lara,

Housing objectors go online

It’s out of site

BY ANDREW MATHIESON
OBJECTORS to a proposed resi-
dential development on Lara's
rural fringe have formed a face-
book group that attracted more
than 650 members in its first five
days.

Save Serendip Lara -~ No

Residential Rezone has proven a

hit on the social network site since
resident Kim Conway created the
group last Friday.

The site followed a public rally
five days earlier against plans to
re-zone land off Caddys Road for
several hundred new homes,

Mrs Conway said most mem-
bers demanded that Lara’s north-
erni outskirts pemain rural, citing
concerns about homes built on

floodplains and the im
wildlife at adjacent Serendip
Sanctuary.

“We're trying to show to the
people in charge that it needs to be
stopped, that Lara is uyin% it
doesn't want this and that their
voices need 1o be heard,” she said,

Township of Lara Care Group
spokesperson Sheryl Goatman
urged the facebook group to keep
the debate clean.

She believed the community
was united in oppaosition.

A petition maore than 2400
signatures against the proposal
had gone to state parliament and
couneil, Mrs Goatman said,
&p&kﬂ Bisinella hﬁ.:rzﬂﬂ I;I.'i

sperson R inella
said he had been unaware of the

act on

e ———

facebook group but respected the
right of residents to objeet,

“But we can only respond
through the planning system,” he

said.

Mr Bisinella believed that
councillors should disregard face-
book posts when considering
whether 1o send the proposal to an
independent panel,

company would be h-pﬁ
ﬂdﬂ panel to consider the plan,

“It's my opinion that, the more
contentious it is, the more reason
%it should go to a 1"

¢ Bisinella said the deve II
ment would have to include a 3
metre vegetation buffer between
hotmes and the sanctuary to eam
planning approval, .




Lara housing anger

PETER BEGG

LARA residents Were left
angry and confused last night
ofter Geelong ecity councillors
deferred a vote on contro-
versial plans for a housing
subdivision opposite Lara’s
Serendip Sanctuary.

A number of Lara residents
sttended last night a council
meeting at City Hall, and held
up banners in the public gal-
lery protesting qeainst the
proposed Caddys Rd devel-
opment.

But when the Lara agenda

Confusion as Serendip subdivision pla

nh was the first of
s called, Cr Rod
Macdonald moved that
item be deferred for a month.

His deferral motion was
ceconded by Cr Andy Rich-

n deferred

But Township of Lar
Group Spo
Goatman
meeting that her
any concerns with
hearing process.

Ms Goatman said the num-
ber of submissions opposing
the development had been
unprecedented in the history
of the City of Greater Gee-

a Care
Sheryl
said before the

group had
the panel

and lack of
reasons given,
to anger arn
among the gallery.

“What
deferral?
shouted. “That’s a disgrace,”
shouted another.

The residents continu
discuss the situation put in
the foyer as the rest of the
meeting progressed, and ab
city CEO Stephen
o move them

item, whic
the report

any debate Or
that gave rise
d confusion

on, only to be asked to ex-

plain what had happened in

the meeting.
The Caddys

keswoimnar

Rd subdivision
would see up to 380 housing
ped near Serendip
tuary. In a report
s council meet-
g council officers recom-
mended its accept
pfficers’ recomimen
also in line with an in
dent panel which heard
missions on the project.

nds for
one resident lots develo
nature sanc
Council procedure allows
for no debate on a de
motion, a point Acting Mayor
Cameron Granger had to be
reminded of before it was
quickly put to a vote.

It was this apparen

to last night’

dation is
depen-
d devel-

g
one stage «“Where the propose

t haste, Guiffen tried t

opment is it is documented in

- i

the Lara structure plan that
the Serendip Creek and Hov-
ell’'s Creek catchment area is
the most dangerous and fast
flowing water,” she said.

«wWe've just had Winder-
mere Rd cut off and that was
just moderate flooding.”

But one of the developers of
the area, Bisinella Develop-
ments, said before the meet-
ing that engineers had ident-
ified any areas that might be
affected by once-in-100-years
flooding and there would be
no housing buill on those
areas.




Lara set
or town

boundary

PETER BEGG

A PLANNING panel has
released its findings into
a new structure plan for
Lara which sets the
town’s boundary and
consolidates the town
centre.

Geelong city council’s
planning councillor An-
drew Katos said the
panel had also made rec-
ommendations on com-
mercial opportunities in-
cluding Avalon Airport
and the proposed
intermodal transport fa-
cility, protection of the
surrounding rural land-
scape and nomination of
areas appropriate for
residential development.

Among the areas cori-
sidered for residential de-
velopment was the Cad-
dyvs Rd area, which has
been earmarked for 380

lots of conventional
housing.

Cr Katos said the panel
considered submissions
on a number of issues,
including the proposed
intermodal transport fa-
cility, requests for com-
mercial rezoning and en-
vironmental issues.

He said the indepen-
dent panel made a num-
ber of recommendations,
including:

SUPPORT for consoli-
dation of Lara’s “urban
core’”’ before the release
of new growth area or
ereenfield sites;

SUPPORT for a mix of
both residential and low-
density residential devel-
opment within the urban
core;

SUPPORT for the Cad-
ys Rd area to be devel-
oped for conventional
residential development;

ST el

THE need to reinforce
and maintain the rural
character of the town;
and,

SUPPORT for the
economic - opportunities
identified.

In relation to the Cad-
dys Rd site, Cr Katos said
the panel felt Serendip
Sanctuary and conven-
tional residential devel-
opment could co-exist
next to one another.

He said the panel also
accepted a 50m buffer to
the sanctuary was appro-
priate and the buffer
could incorporate
landscaping, wildlife cor-
ridor and cycling or walk-
ing paths.

Cr Katos stressed the
panel’'s recommen-
dations must still be
voted on by councillors at
a future meeting.
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Kinnersly, Sheryl Goatman, Graham L

izanne and Angus Gittins and Anne

and Brian Faithfull are petitioning against a proposed high-density housing development.

CHRISTIE PEUCKER

OPPONENTS to a proposed
development of high-density
housing just metres away from
Serendip Sanctuary in Lara will
ramp up their campaign today
when they meet with Lara MP
John Eren.

The Township of Lara Care
Group will voice its opposition
to the proposed 380 lot subdiv-
ision, which it believes will have
devastating conseguences on
the area by destroying the natu-
ral habit of animal and bird life,
increasing the chances of flood-
ing and put added pressure on
infrastructure already at break-
ing point.

To be known as Sanctuary
Views, the 38ha development
area bounded by Caddys Lane,
Windemere Rd, Serendip Creek
and Flinders Ave, has been ear-
marked in a City of Greater
Geelong plan for rezoning from
Rural Living to Residential 1 to
make way for the development
proposed by L. Bisinella Devel-
opments.

Group spokeswoman Sheryl
Goatman said signatures, col-
lected during the past month,
would be handed to Mr Eren,
Victorian Planning Minister

‘We’ve just got to stop
Lara growing
uncontrollably. It
should be developed in
a way the community
wants but the
developers get all the
say and the facilities
can’t keep up.’

— GRAHAM GITTINS

Justin Madden, Environment
Minister Gavin Jennings and
the City, as part of a submission
to the Lara Structure Plan, due
to go on public display in a
matter of days.

The petition follows a mush-
room of anti-development signs
popping up across the township
in the past month.

Resident Graham Gittins said
while he accepted urban
growth, the high-density devel-
opment was too much for the
town, and believed it should be
developed as acreage like the
surrounding properties.

“We're not being pikers saying
that we’ve got our bit and don’t

Residents to
fight scheme

want anyone else here,” Mr
Gittins said.

“We've just got to stop Lara
growing uncontrollably. It
should be developed in a way
the community wants but the
developers get all the say and
the facilities can’t keep up.”

Mrs Goatman said there was
currently only four car spaces
for picking up and dropping off
students along Flinders Ave
outside Lara Primary School, a
school which services 600-plus
students. She says the area
could not cope with the traffic
from a further 380 homes.

Neighbouring land owner
Barrie Kinnersly said his
greatest concern was flooding,
having already had problems
getting continued insurance for
his property.

Former Shire of Corio council-
lor Brian Faithfull agreed, hav-
ing witnessed flooding {first-
hand on a number of occasions.

Without a sitting ward eoun-
cillor Mrs Goatman said the
township felt hamstrung,

Windermere ward councillor
Cameron Granger in on a leave
of absence after being charged
for failing o diselose a confliet of
interest and failing to leave the
council chambers during a vote.




Andrea Hamblin

GEELONG Council is putting
Lara residents and wildlife at risk
by approving a 380-house devel-
opment opposite Serendip Sanc-
tuary, protestors say.

After eight years, Lara resi-
dents last week lost their battle
against the controversial pro-
posal to rezone land on Caddys
Rd, on Lara’s boundary, from
acerage blocks to high-density
housing allotments.

A spokeswoman for the Town-
ship of Lara Care Group said
residents were shocked that the
council approved re-zoning the
land, much of which is privately
owned and occupied, and despite
its proximity to an endangered

. Save our sanctuary: Lara residents |
claim.a proposed 380-house, -~
development will enﬂanger wildlife at |

. nearby Serendip Sanctuﬂry

- ' Photo: RLISGH W\’ND

wildlife sanctuary.

“It’s very clear that for the
whole of Geelong, 1t's open
slather for development no mat-
ter what the cost is,” Sheryl
Goatman said.

Councillor Cameron Granger

was voeal in his stance against
the re-zoning but said he was
told by other councillors that
Lara needed to “share the bur-
den’’ of the region’s population
growth.

FULL REPORT, Page 5
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Walk For Lara
When: SUNDAY 29TH NOV.

Where: Serendip Sanctuary Entrance
Time: 11 am - 12 Noon

A Short walk from Serendip Sanc
to Serendip Creek Reserve Windermere Rd Lara

Help us to:

Protect Serendip Protect Lara
From proposed high density residential
development directly opposite
Serendip Sanctuary

Come on Lara, stand up for our
town and make your voice count !

Melways: Map 423 (D,2)
Organized by the TLC Group Lara INC
www.tlcgrouplara.com



. _Entrance to Proposed

. "Sanctuary View Estates Lara
14 January 2011
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